Immunohistochemical demonstration of S-100 protein in epithelial cells of bovine oviduct.
The present study deals with an immunohistochemical localization of S-100 protein in the bovine oviduct. The epithelium of the infundibulum, ampulla and isthmus showed a positive staining for S-100 protein. The immunoreactivity for S-100 was observed both in the ciliated and nonciliated (secretory) cells of the oviductal epithelium at any stages of the estrous cycle. The immunoreactivity was also found in nervous elements and endothelial cells of blood vessels. No cell outside these cells showed any immunoreactivity for S-100. Although the functional significance of S-100 protein in the oviductal epithelium remains to be elucidated, the present results introduce new perspectives into the investigation of function and localization of S-100 protein.